
First Friday of Every Month
 

4:00 ET / 3:00 CT / 2:00 MT / 1:00 PT

State Connections
The broadband working group for state legislators

WE WILL BEGIN SHORTLY!



Federal News & Letter Progress
• 90 Day BEAD Extension
• Letter signatures and coverage continues to increase.

Impact of Delays
• On BEAD & States
• On ISPs
• On DEA & Nonprofits 
• Group Discussion

Additional Updates & General Discussion
• Rep. Louis Riggs and Rep. Matt Pierce 

Agenda
 



90 Day BEAD Extension
 (automatic – states do not have to request)

• April 22 Commerce Notice
• First “delay” but likely not the last
• Potential changes.

Upcoming Deadlines (with extra 90 days)
• Done — Louisiana, Delaware, and Nevada
• July 2025 — Kansas and West Virginia
• August 2025 — Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania
• September 2025 — Colorado, New Hampshire, Illinois, Oregon, Kentucky, and Maine

(Drew or Janie can assist you if you need help identifying your state’s deadline)

Federal News
 

“In anticipation of forthcoming programmatic 
changes and to ensure States and Territories have 
sufficient time to implement them, [NTIA]...provides 
notice of a programmatic waiver...granting a ninety 
(90) day extension to all Eligible Entities.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jxeFzjCeU_Wz0-1eAcAYJ4bO4-torxyG/view


State Connections BEAD/DE Letter
 

115 130+ Bipartisan Signatories

28 33+ States
• Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin

• (We are still taking signatures so refer your 
peers to Drew or Janie)



State “One Pagers”
 janiedunning@hotmail.com   (Let me know if you want one for your state)

mailto:janiedunning@hotmail.com


On BEAD & States
● Shawna Taets

Illinois Dept. Commerce & Economic Opportunity

On ISPs 
● Loyd Rice

SEMO Electric Cooperative, GoSEMO Fiber

On DEA & Nonprofits 
● Amy Huffman & Shauna Edson

National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA)

Group Discussion

Impact of Delays
 



Shawna Taets
 Illinois Dept. Commerce & Economic Opportunity
Notes
● The Illinois Office of Broadband provided a great overview of the BEAD program 

in Ilinois.  Please find the slides here.
● Main points on the risk of delay of BEAD to Illinois:

● Fiber focused
● There is cap on administrative costs so if extension is too long, the allowance 

would not be adequate and would need a waiver.
● HR1870 SPEED for BEAD Act (US House) and policy changes being floated 

through Dept of Commerce could impact/delay Illinois’ BEAD deployment by 
up to TWO YEARS.

● Expected delays would add time and costs to the BEAD program.
● Suggested contacting your federal lawmakers to share information and encourage 

them to preserve state autonomy to implement the BEAD program.



Notes
● SEMO is an ISP that has also used the Reconnect Program, CAF II awardee and 

the RDOF programs for broadband infrastructure.  They have now applied for 
BEAD funds.

● Key points on the impact of delay or changes in the BEAD program:
● Many areas become problematic
● Cost of filing applications is high (they have spent $200,000 on BEAD 

applications. If have to redo it adds cost.
● Delays impact their networks.
● Fiber is key infrastructure to the state and changes could impact quality of 

broadband to the states.

The following statement made by Loyd says it all:  “Not sure as a coop how long we 
can continue – causing uneasiness and it is extremely costly”

Loyd Rice
 SEMO Electric Cooperative, GoSEMO Fiber



Notes
● NDIA provided a great overview of the DEA programs.  Please find the slides here.
● Main points on the risk of delay of DEA and Nonprofits:

● Pauses or changes the work that NTIA (competitive grants) and the state (state 
capacity grants) have already completed.

● Funds allocated to states could be rescinded, redirected, or reallocated.
● Purpose of DEA to prevent or eliminate digital inclusion is not addressed

Amy Huffman & Shauna Edson
 National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA)



General Updates & Discussion
 Reactions? Questions? Updates from your state?

Notes
● Rep Louis Riggs – Missouri

● Let the states finish and give them flexibility
● Need to get Governors on Board snd advocate for states to finish
● NEED FOR SPEED – build for the future, not for just now – need fiber.

● Rep Matt Pierce – Indiana
● Indiana had good results – need Feds to allow us to go forward
● Need to get Govenors on Board and advocate for states to finish
● Pole Attachments are an issue in Indiana so SB50 is on the Govenors desk to 

sign – basically provides that if ISP receives a grant, the owner of pole needs 
to work with the ISP.



Contact Information
 

Janie Dunning
janiedunning@hotmail.com
(573) 289-4277

Drew Garner
dgarner@benton.org
(314) 803-7187


