
Third Wednesday of Every Month
2:00 ET / 1:00 CT / 12:00 MT / 11:00 PT

State Connections
The broadband working group for state legislators

WE WILL BEGIN SHORTLY!
November 2025



● Opening Remarks
● Non-Deployment Funds Advocacy
● BEAD updates
● New Research on RDOF Defaulters in the BEAD Program
● State Roles in BEAD Oversight
● Q&A

Note: We are canceling our December 17th meeting. Look out for an 
updated meeting series for 2026!

Agenda
Recording meeting



Opening Remarks and Thanks
Rep. Louis Riggs (MO-HD-5)

● State Connections letter to Sec. 
Lutnick and Asst. Sec. Roth.
○ 124 signatures from legislators in 28 states!

Thank you to all who signed the letter and 
promoted it to their legislative colleagues! 



● What’s next?
○ The letter is a great start. However, this is a critical time where continual pressure 

should be applied.
○ Meet with your federal delegation, make press releases, and talk about the issue 

with your colleagues. 
■ Kudos to State Connections member Rep. Udell for his press release (coverage).

● New threats in the Senate
○ Senator Ernst has drafted a bill that would claw back all non-deployment funds (over 

$20 billion).  All funds would return to the Treasury for deficit reduction.
○ Senator Wicker is considering legislation that would limit eligible non-deployment 

activities to AI and emergency services related uses. No bill is public yet, but it is 
being discussed on the Hill.

BEAD Non-Deployment Advocacy
Reid Sharkey



● Latest news on Final Proposal approval process
○ California was instructed by NTIA to delay publishing its Final Proposal for public 

comment.
○ In another effort to further reduce BEAD spending, NTIA is forcing many states to 

redo their “Best and Final Offer” (BAFO) round, which we described in last month’s 
meeting . 

● 15 state Final Proposals approved yesterday!
○ LA, WY, IA, GA, AR, DE, ME, NH, CT, SC, ND, HI, MT, RI, and VA.
○ The BAFO round means that previously reported Final Proposal results may differ 

significantly from the now NTIA approved results. We will keep you updated on the 
changes

● Have you spoken with your state broadband office? What are you 
hearing?

BEAD Updates
Gigi Sohn, Benton Senior Fellow and Public Advocate



New RDOF 
Research 
Preview
Janie Dunning
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● Compares BEAD 
awardees to previous 
RDOF awardees who 
defaulted

BEAD Award RDOF Default



● By Provider Broken out by State

New RDOF Research Preview
Janie Dunning
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○ Based on Final Plans submitted to NTIA before “the curing 
process” so results will change

○ Specific reasons for each RDOF default are not known. We are not 
saying they will default on BEAD.

○ States had very little authority to make previous defaulters 
ineligible, but they can provide oversight and enforcement to 
identify and resolve potential BEAD defaults

ONCE AWARDS FINALIZED STATESS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSIGHT AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY.  YOU CAN HELP WITH THIS PROCESS!!

New RDOF Research Preview
Janie Dunning



From Promises to Performance: BEAD 
Enforcement Tools States Need Now 
Stephanie Weiner, Senior Research Fellow at Georgetown Law’s Institute for Technology, Law 
and Policy



Contact Information

Janie Dunning
janiedunning@hotmail.com
(573) 289-4277

Drew Garner
dgarner@benton.org
(314) 803-7187

Note: We are canceling our December 17th meeting. Look out for an 
updated meeting series for 2026!


