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The broadband working group for state legislators

July 2026



State Legislative Update - Rep. Louis Riggs

State Broadband Legislation Update - Jackson Littlewood, NCSL

OMB’s Proposed Rule Changes to Federal Grants - Gigi Sohn, Benton Institute

Federal Broadband Updates 
● Latest BEAD news
● FCC reviewing all programs under the Universal Service Fund (USF)
● New developments in the NDIA v. Trump case on the legality of the Digital Equity 

Act
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Rep. Louis Riggs (MO-05)



OMB’s Proposed Changes to Federal 
Grants 

Gigi Sohn, Senior Fellow and Public Advocate,
Benton Institute for Broadband & Society



State Broadband Legislation Analysis 
Jackson Littlewood, 

Policy Analyst, Technology and Data-Driven Governing,
National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)































● CA approved, IL remains
○ NTIA approved CA's Final Proposal on July 17.  IL is now the only state without 

approval.

● Non-deployment funds will be released to states
○ Administrator Roth committed to releasing guidance by the end of the Summer.

● LEO reductions
○ NTIA has directed states to review their LEO awards to remove ineligible locations 

based on recent FCC mapping updates. NYLS estimates that over 300k locations 
could become ineligible.

● Contracting deadlines are here!
○ States have 6 months to finalize subgrantee agreements once the final proposal is 

approved by NTIA and NIST. That deadline is here/approaching for many states.

BEAD News



● FCC reviewing all USF programs
○ The FCC released a draft Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to 

overhaul how schools, libraries, rural health care providers, and rural 
ISPs interact with the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC).

● Decision issued in National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) v. 
Trump 

○ The Digital Equity Act (DEA) survives, but the inclusion of “individuals 
who are members of a racial or ethnic minority group” as a “covered 
population” is found to be unconstitutional and must be severed from 
the law. 

Other Federal Broadband News



Next Meeting

August 21, 2026

12:00 ET / 11:00 CT / 10:00 MT / 9:00 PT 
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